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RESIST RACISM
INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION  we are concerned about how the media but aiso

the government talk about those seeking asylum,
often repeating myths and misunderstandings
The message this year was to oppose the ‘lllegal Immigration Bill’, as ‘No regarding the issue. Here are some clarifications:
Human is lllegal’. This bill is thought by many to be inhumane, divisive,
spreading hatred and scapegoating the comparatively small number of those
seeking asylum for our economic crisis. These desperate human beings have - Compared to other European countries, the UK

This was celebrated on 18 March by marches in London, Cardiff, and Glasgow.

» Most refugees seek asylum close to home!

risked their lives to come to this country to make a better life for themselves, does NOT get any more asylum seekers!.

and can, like many immigrants before them, make a very positive impact to our

society. » The UK offers next to no legal ways for refugees
to get to the UK3

It is vital that racism is kept out of elections, and for anti—racists to challenge

attempts to whip up and fuel racism to win votes. * Refugees do NOT need to claim refuge in the
“first safe” country* (— under the 1951 UN

Bromley Green Party members also joined a vigil in Bromley Market Square, Refugee Convention that the UK is committed

with Bromley Friends of the Earth and Peace Council . The main message on to'). There are a range of reasons why refugees

their placard was ‘Climate Justice for people affected by rainforest destruction may choose the UK such as language, existing

emphasising the way in which corporations are profiting at the expense of family links etc.

» Most of those arriving at our shores have a

P T legitimate claim25 — there is a massive backlog
to process claims® which some have argued
may be deliberate.

marginalised indigenous people, and the impact on climate change.
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The Green Party’s migrant and refugee
spokesperson ClIr Benali Hamdache commented
on the government’s plans:

I el refu
=" No to Rwanda

deportation - \\’s - e - “We're wasting millions of pounds on deterrents
: Green Party _ S that don’t work. We could be putting that money
- L v into a fairer and kinder asylum process. Building
i ' . o SR sy much needed new homes and reducing the
Some members of Bromley Green Party joined the London march and rally, and others [ERECSACSRUERTIE Vv lee (VISR

held a Vlgll in Bromley Market Square Sources: 1: UNHCR, 2: Refugee Council, 3: Care4Calais,
4: Amnesty International, 5: Migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk

Successive governments have failed to deliver sufficient affordable social housing (e.g. sold council properties were not replaced
etc.). Many of the planned new homes also in Bromley are not affordable. Thus, there is a clear need for more social housing.

Linked to this is the issue of long—term empty homes. According to Bromley council’s
webpage “there are currently around 350 homes in Bromley which are liable for 4 izt
council tax and are recorded as having been empty for two years or longer.” SECURE AFFORDABLE - i
The Green Party backs a call to retrofit these empty homes; they should be adequately HOUSING FOR EVERYONE
insulated (to reduce emissions) and be brought back into use. This would provide warm
and comfortable homes for those who cannot afford one; at the same time this would
help solve the housing, climate and health crises.

Future housing development should be led by affordability, quality and environmental standards.




Bromley Green Party members have e

supported striking workers, such as rail e

workers and postal workers, over the

last few weeks and months.

Similarly, we are fully behind NHS staff

in their fight for decent pay and

working conditions. Some of our / 5

members showed their support for the YT I ER E TR T T
Junlo_r Doctors Strike — at a local supporting the Junior Doctors Strike.

hospital, the PRUH.

Applying for a free Despite little evidence of “large scale electoral fraud”' the government has introduced a new
. . gs voter ID policy. There are no elections happening soon in Bromley, but residents should be
Voter AUthonty Certificate aware of the changes as these will apply to all future elections.
The Electoral Commission lists the different forms of identification that can be used on their webpage
(e.g. passport, driving licence etc.). However, criticism emerged quickly as the acceptable IDs seem to
favour older age groups (thus it makes it more difficult for younger people to provide an ID), and it is
also a concern that already disenfranchised communities will be affected more as they are less likely
to have relevant forms of identification. Thus make sure you check whether you have a valid ID for

future elections as you do not want to be turned away at the ballot box. Keep in mind that this does
not apply to postal votes — there are no changes in relation to postal votes.

Source: 1 The Electoral Commission
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